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Dates and Deadlines 
 
June 8 

Late registration fee begins 

 

June 12 

Last day for June contracts to make 

the Payroll deadline 

 

June 19 

Deadline to apply for August 2020 

graduation 

 

Last day to submit paperwork to the 

Registration Office to drop a semester 

length course to be eligible for a 

credit and refund 

 

Last day to change credit/audit status 

 

Last day to withdraw from the 

university with a full refund 

 

June 21 

Last day to drop a full-term course 

with a full refund on SalukiNet 

 

June 26 

Deadline to make initial submission of 

Research Paper, Thesis, or Dissertation 

for August 2020 graduation 

(Required!) 

 

July 3 

Deadline to make final submission of 

Research Paper, Thesis, or Dissertation 

for August 2020 graduation 

(Required!) 

 
 

JUNE 2020 
 

 
 

Graduate Slate Training 
 

The Graduate Slate training sessions will be 

held for the entire month of June. To register 

for a session, go to  

https://gradschool.siu.edu/slatetraining.php 

(The training will be conducted virtually with a 

max capacity of 3, to provide the best 

guidance for participants). 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Ms. Crystal Harris 

(Graduate School Specialist, 

Assistantship and Contract Office) on 

being chosen by the Graduate and 

Professional Student Council Executive 

Board as the recipient for the 2020 

GPSC Distinguished and Outstanding 

Service Award.  This Award is to 

recognize and honor those who make 

contributions and go beyond 

expectations in providing assistance to 

graduate students at SIUC.   
 

https://gradschool.siu.edu/slatetraining.php


Graduate Student Keeps Student Speaker’s Center Open for Students 
 

Over 20 years ago, the Communication Studies Department (formerly Speech Communication) 

opened The Speaker’s Center, a resource for students in the introductory public speaking course 

(CMST 101).  The Center aimed to provide assistance outside of the classroom for students to work 

on their public speaking skills.  The Center had been operated by a funded graduate assistant 

until Fall of 2016, when budget cuts meant that the Center had to close.  However, one graduate 

student vowed to make sure that this important student resource stayed open. 

 

Dianah McGreehan, a PhD student in Communication 

Studies, took it upon herself to organize a response that 

would allow the center to continue as a valuable 

resource for students. By constructing a schedule for 

volunteers, McGreehan marshaled master’s and PhD 

students in the department of Communication Studies 

to begin running the Speaker’s Center out of a small, 

unused office on the second floor of the 

Communications Building. 

 

 
 

Over the past four years, the Speaker’s Center has been operated by graduate student 

volunteers, mobilized through McGreehan’s tireless coordination. The center has continued as a 

resource for students taking CMST 101 that need additional one-on-one attention outside of the 

classroom. With the return of funding to the position of Speaker’s Center coordinator, it is 

McGreehan’s hope that “the services and resources of the Speaker’s Center gain visibility and 

interest from instructors across campus.” Indeed, while the Speaker’s Center has primarily acted 

as a resource for students in CMST 101, the center has expanded to all Communication Studies 

majors, with the goal of funding and space to eventually serve any student who is looking to 

improve a speech they are working on for a class at SIU. Beginning this semester, the Student 

Speaker’s Center returned to being operated as a part of a graduate assistantship.  

 

 

Master’s student Kenny Beeker works in the center as a part-time graduate 

assistant, advancing the center’s aim of helping students in their speech-

making both inside and outside of coursework. In the wake of the COVID-19 

changes, Beeker is determined to provide online assistance to students in CMST 

101. 

 

 

 

 

 



Communication Studies Graduate Student on Memorialization, Quilting, and 

Activism 

 

Alex Davenport (SIUC PhD student) will be presenting his 

dissertation research on the activist Judy Bonds at Tennessee 

Tech University, and James Madison University this March. 

Davenport, a PhD student in the department of Communication 

Studies, has conducted his research alongside the 

environmental activists at Coal River Mountain Watch (CRMW), 

a group dedicated to protesting the expansion of mountaintop 

removal mining across the Appalachian region. Davenport’s 

research explores the ways that activist communities 

memorialize those who have passed away. Bonds, the director 

of CRMW, passed away in 2011, and Davenport aims to conduct 

his research in concert with CRMW to memorialize her activist 

work. 

Davenport’s research further explores the connection between memorializing and material 

production through his process of creating a memorial quilt in memory of Bonds. Quilting has a 

long tradition within Appalachian families, and in protest movements throughout United States 

history. Davenport’s memorial quilt is constructed through quilt squares fabricated by those who 

also knew and worked with Bonds, and as such, brings together a multitude of styles, textures, and 

memories. Davenport’s research was originally scheduled to be on display at SIU Carbondale in 

late April as a part of his show, Threading: A Vibrant Installation of Travel and Memorial, debuting 

in the Marion Kleinau Theatre.  Theatre staff is currently exploring other options for making the 

quilt—and the show—available to the public. 

 

 

Shannan Mason Winning a Prestigious American Philosophical Society Fellowship  
 

Shannan Mason (SIU Co-op PhD, History) has won a 

prestigious American Philosophical Society fellowship to 

research the papers of John Bartram, an 18th-century 

"merchant of nature" who discovered and then sold 

botanical specimens around the world. Bartram 

cofounded the American Philosophical Society with 

Ben Franklin.   

 

Congratulation, Shannan! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amphilsoc.org/grants/library-museum-short-term-resident-research-fellowships


 

 
 

NSF Funding Opportunities 
(Content provided by the Office of Vice Chancellor for Research) 

 



 
  



Summer Online Course by MCMA 
 

 
 
 


